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Bard College Berlin was established in Germany in 2002 as ECLA, a not-for-profit 
educational institution (gGmbH). Bard College Berlin is also recognized in the United 
States as a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit educational institution. In February 2011, 
ECLA received recognition as a private university in the federal state of Berlin under 
the auspices of the Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Wissenschaft und Forschung (Senate 
Administration for Education, Science and Research). In 2012 ECLA merged with Bard 
College, NY and was renamed to ECLA of Bard, and subsequently Bard College Berlin.  
In 2017 Bard College Berlin obtained institutional accreditation as a university at 
federal level in Germany.  

Bard College Berlin serves as School of Record for AMIDEAST. AMIDEAST is a U.S. non-
profit organization engaged in international education, training and development 
activities in the Middle East and North Africa. Building on AMIDEAST’s mission, 
AMIDEAST Education Abroad Programs in the Arab World help develop mutual 
understanding through programs for young people to study the Middle East and North 
Africa, improve their Arabic language skills, and interact with the peoples and cultures 
of the region, especially local families, organizations, and students. At the same time, 
AMIDEAST Education Abroad Programs strive to develop students’ intercultural and 
global competence and provide students with safe, secure, and healthy living and 
learning environments. The programs are academically rigorous, intellectually free, 
personally challenging, and focused on intercultural learning.  

Credit 
Credits are listed using the United States credit system and semester units. 

Course Loads 
Semester: The normal course load for a semester is 14-17 credits.  
Academic Year: The normal course load for an academic year is 28-34 credits. 
Summer Session: The normal course load for a summer term is 6-12 credits. 

GPA 
The overall program grade-point average (GPA) is calculated by multiplying the 
course credits for each course by the student’s grade points for that course, and then 
dividing the total grade points by the total credits earned. The grades recorded on this 
transcript follow the U.S. American system based on 4.0 as the top grade. 

Grading System  

Numerical Grade Basic Grade 

Point  

Grade Range 

93‐100 A 4.0 3.86-4.00 

90‐92 A‐ 3.7 3.46-3.85 

87‐89 B+ 3.3 3.16-3.45 

83‐86 B 3.0 2.86-3.15 

80‐82 B‐ 2.7 2.46-2.85 

77‐79 C+ 2.3 2.16-2.45 

73‐76 C 2.0 1.86-2.15 

70‐72 C‐ 1.7 1.36-1.85 

60‐69 D 1.0 0.51-1.35 

Below 60 F 0.0 0.00-0.50 

Grades not used in calculations 
I = Incomplete  
W = Withdraw 
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