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Major Holidays and Observances in the United States

The major holidays listed below reflect the variety of cultures and historical events that have shaped the United States.  

· Stores may change their hours around a holiday. 

· If you live on-campus, you should check with the housing office to find out about any special housing arrangements that you may need to make during holiday breaks.

· Holidays are a chance to experience U.S. culture through community events such as parades and host family dinners.

Federal holidays are in bold print.  AMIDEAST and many government offices, including the post office, are closed on federal holidays. Banks may follow this schedule as well.

	HOLIDAY
	DATE
	WHAT THE DAY CELEBRATES 

	New Year’s Day
	January 1
	First day of the new year

	Martin Luther King Jr. Day
	Observed the 3rd Monday in January
	Birthday of the civil rights leader

	Valentine’s Day
	February 14
	Love and romance

	Presidents’ Day
	Observed the 3rd Monday in February
	Birthdays of Presidents Washington and Lincoln

	St. Patrick’s Day
	March 17
	Irish culture

	Easter
	A Sunday in March/April
	A Christian holiday celebrating the birth of Jesus as well as a time to celebrate the coming of Spring

	Mother’s Day
	2nd Sunday in May
	Mothers

	Memorial Day
	Last Monday in May
	Americans who died in the service of their country

	Father’s Day
	3rd Sunday in June
	Fathers

	Independence Day
	July 4
	American declaration of 1776

	Labor Day
	Observed the 1st Monday in September
	The American worker

	Halloween
	October 31
	Fun-making and masquerading; children wear costumes and go “trick-or-treating” for candy

	Veterans’ Day
	November 11
	People who have served in the U.S. armed forces

	Thanksgiving Day
	Observed the 3rd Thursday in November
	Life’s blessings and bounty

	Christmas Day
	December 25
	A Christian religious holiday as well as a time for all, including non-Christians, to spend time with family and/or give gifts.


