International Fellowships Program Alumni Association Conference, Palestine

Together for a Better Future Strategies for Achieving Social Justice

Gaza, 27/03/2010

Final Report

The International Fellowships Program Alumni Association (IFPAA) conference was held at the Roots Restaurant in Gaza on 27/03/2010. The conference, organized by AMIDEAST, IFP and IFPAA, came under the title: Together for a Better Future Strategies for Achieving Social Justice. The conference outlined the significant role played by AMIDEAST and IFP in the qualification of the leaders of various Palestinian educational sectors so that they can participate in the development of their community and secure a better future for their people. The conference guests included Mr. John Ging, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza and Mr. Anees Abu Hashem, Gaza AMIDEAST Manager. The conference president was Mr Sameer Abu Shatat. In his word to the conference, Mr. Abu Shatat thanked AMIDEAST, IFP and IFPAA for their continuous efforts in organizing the conference and for people who have contributed to its success. Mr. Shatat explained the main goal of the conference insisting on the urgent need of implementing its recommendations for the sake of the Palestinian community.
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 Photo 1: Mr. Sameer Abu Shata, Conference Organizer and IFP Alumni, delivered his speech over DVC connection with WB alumni
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Photo 2: From right to left: Mr. Sameer Abu Shatat, Conference Organizer; Mr. Anees Abu Hashem, Field Operations Manager; Mr. John Ging, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza.
Other keynote speakers included Ambassador Theodore Kattouf, President of AMIDEAST. Talking via a video conference from Ramallah, Mr. Kattouf thanked all people who helped in organizing this conference, focusing on the significant role of dedication in the Palestinian community, particularly the role played by AMIDEAST in developing the Palestinian community and helping the Palestinians cope up with the developments of the world.
Other speakers included Dr. John, the Executive Director of the International Fellowships Fund. In her speech Dr. Dassin highlighted the significant role of Ford Foundation in providing opportunities for advanced study to exceptional individuals who will be using this education to become leaders in their respective fields and who will be working towards achieving social justice. Dr. Dassin also promised more efforts will be taken to achieve stability and development in the Palestinian community, thanking all people who have worked hard to achieve these goals.

Mr. John Ging, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza, also addressed the conference focusing on the significant role of social justice and national unity for the Palestinian people as these two significant elements are desperately needed by the Palestinians to achieve their own goals, defend their rights and liberate their occupied land.       
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   Photo 3: Mr. John Ging, Director of operations at UNRWA delivered his speech

A number of papers were presented in the conference. The papers discussed several topics including:
1. The absence of scientific research in Palestinian universities.

2. Heath status in the occupied Palestinian territories. 

3. The effects of Israeli occupation on people with disabilities in the Gaza Strip.

4. The impact of the Israeli siege and war on the Gaza Strip’s economy 
5. The impact of small projects in alleviating poverty in the Gaza Strip.
6. The challenges and needs of the IFP alumni
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Photo 4: Mr. Fawzi Abu Jazar, IFP Alumni, present his paper at “The impact of small projects in alleviating poverty in the Gaza Strip”
After the presentation of the papers and the discussions that followed, the following recommendations were made:

· Supporting scientific research in Palestine in all disciplines with particular emphasis on applied sciences aimed at achieving the Palestinian development and finding out solutions to the problems of development.  
· Setting up a new research plan that encourages researchers to carry out research and helps them deal with the problems they encounter. This also includes establishing a new data base that can be used by all universities and research centers in Palestine.
· Allocating a budget for scientific research as part of the budgets of the universities and the budget of the Ministry of Education and Higher Education.

· Carrying out an accurate statistical survey aimed at identifying the size of poverty and establishing a data base aimed at outlining the significant role of small and medium projects in the Palestinian economic development. This also includes development policies based on the actual needs of development as a process of comprehensiveness and integrity.

· Improving the scientific, technical and professional abilities of the Palestinians and enhancing their skills.

·  Encouraging university and vocational education in Palestine.
· Adopting a development plan as part of a strategy of the national economy that takes into account local and regional conditions.
· Setting up an administrative centre for the IFP alumni and securing funds for the alumni wanting to pursue their PhD studies.

· Organizing training courses for the IFP alumni including courses in English language learning and writing academic reports.

· Securing funds for the alumni who have not resumed their own works.

· Building a network of contacts with IFP alumni worldwide.

· Planning heath policies that protect the Palestinian civilians against the Israeli attacks.

· Giving moral and financial support for Palestinians with disabilities.    
NB. It should be noted that the IFPAA conference in Gaza was connected via DVC with the IFP alumni conference in the West Bank. However, some of the keynote speeches were not listened to due to technical problems.      
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Photo 5: Group photo of IFP Gaza Alumni
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Photo 6: Group photo of IFP Gaza Alumni. Form right to left: Mr. Ehab Ewaida, Mr. Kamal Al Dahoudi, Mr. Fawzi Abu Jazar, Dr. Mohammed Abu El Haj, Ms. Taghreed Al Masri, Ms. Rana Jaber, Ms. Salwa Sakallah, 
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